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HOW THE 


REFORMATION 


Concordia Films Photo 


When people were writing the 
year 1517, a preaching friar by the 
name of John Tetzel, a loudmouthed 
fellow, happened to appear on the 
scene. 

This same Tetzel carried indul- 
gences about and sold grace for 
money, as expensively or cheaply as 
he could by the exertion of all his 
powers. 

At that time I was a preacher in 
the monastery and a young doctor, 
brand-new, fervent and zealous in 
the Holy Scriptures. 


I began to preach gently 

Then, when many people of Wit- 
tenberg ran to Juetterbock and 
Zerbst, etc., for indulgences, and I 
(as truly as my Lord Christ has re- 
deemed me) did not know what these 
indulgences were, as indeed no one 
knew, J began to preach gently that 
one could do something better, 
something that would be more cer- 
tain than the buying of indulgences. 
Such a sermon against indulgences 
I had previously delivered here in 


TWO 


BEGAN 


“Here lies the trouble’, Martin Luther 
said in June 1528, “they compel and 
urge us to teach and act contrary to 
God's word.” 


Here is the Reformer's own account of 
how the “Lutheran — disturbance” 
began. 


BY 
MARTIN LUTHER 


the castle and had earned poot 
grace with Duke Frederick, for he 
loved his foundation very dearly. 


Tke terrible articles of Tetzel 


But to come to real cause of 
the Lutheran disturbance, I let 
everything go on the way it was 
going. Meanwhile I heard that Tet- 
zel preached terrible, horrible arti- 
cles, of which I now will name a 
few, to wit: 


That he had such a grant of authority 
from the pope ithat even though a mani 
had violated and impregnated the holy 
virgin Mary, the mother of God, he could 
forgive it if the man deposited a fitting 
sum in tthe money chest. 

Likewise, that the red cross of indul- 
gences, bearing the papal arms, was as 
mighty as the cross of Christ when it was 
set up in church. 

Likewise, that if St. Peter were present. 
he would have no greater grace and auth-- 
ority than he had. 

Likewise, that he had no desire to 
change places with Peter in heaven; for 
he had saved more souls with indul- 
gences than St. Peter had saved with his 
preaching, 
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Likewise, that when a man deposited 
oney in the chest for a soul in purga- 
y, the soul left purgatory for heaven 
§ soon as the coin touched, and tinkled 
| the bottom of the chest. 
‘Likewise, ‘that the grace of indul- 
nees is the very grace whereby man 
comes reconciled to God, 
Likewise, that it would be unnecessary 
. | have remorse or sorrow or repentance 
ic sin if a man bought (I should say 
»deemed) indulgences. or letters of in- 
ilgence; and he also sold pardon for 
tture sin. He urged this matter with 
yrrible insistence, and it was all done 
w the sake of money. 

Tetzel a great crier 
However, I did not know at that 
me for whom the money was in- 
ended. Then a booklet came out, 
veautifully adorned with the arms 
f the Bishop of Mainz, in which 
veddlers were commanded to preach 
ome of these articles. Then it ap- 
yeared that Bishop Albert had 
uired this man Tetzel because he 
vas a great crier. Albert had been 
‘lected bishop at Mainz with the 
igreement that he himself was to 
yuy (redeem, I say) the pallium at 
Rome. 

The bishop, then, devised this 
ick and planned to pay the Fug- 
zers (for they had advanced the 
money) for the pallium from the 
purse of the common man. So he 
sent this great thresher of purses into 
countries. He threshed away lustily 
indeed, so that money began to fall, 
to spring, and to clang into the chest 
in piles. 

At the same time, however, Tet- 
zel did not forget himself. And the 
pope, too, had kept his finger in the 
pie: half of the money collected was 
to go toward the erection of St. 
Peter’s Church at Rome. 

So these fellows went to work with 
joy and great expectations, went to 
threshing and pounding purses. This, 
I say, I did not know at the time. 


I received no answer 
Then I wrote a letter with :the 
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Propositions to the Bishop of 
Magdeburg, admonishing him and 
beseeching him to stop Tetzel and 
to prevent the preaching of such 
unfit things, because it might dev- 
elop into a scandal, and as arch- 
bishop it behooved him to act in this 
way. I can still produce this letter. 

I received no answer. 

I wrote the same thing to the 
Bishop of Brandenburg, who was the 
ordinary. He had been a very gra- 
cious bishop to me. In his reply he 
said I was attacking the power of 
the church and would get myself 
into trouble; he advised me to keep 
my hands off. 

I can well imagine that both of 
them thought the pope would be 
too strong for me, a miserable beg- 
gar. 

No one to bell the cat 

So my Propositions went forth 
against the articles of Tetzel, as may 
be seen from their printed form. In 
fourteen days, they actually passed 
through all Germany; for all the 
world was complaining about indul- 
gences, especially about the articles 
of Tetzel. But all the bishops and 
doctors remained silent, and no one 
wanted to bell the cat. For the grand 
inquisitors of the preaching orders 
had driven all the world into fear 
with the threat of fire, and Tetzel 
himself had coralled several priests 
who had muttered against his im- 
pertinent preaching. Then Luther 
was extolled as a doctor. Finally, it 
was said, someone had come who 
came to grips with this matter. 

I did not relish this glory, for (as 
said) I myself did not know what the 
indulgences really were, and the 
song threatened to be too high for 
my voice. 

This is the first, the true,.and the 
real beginning of the “Lutheran dis- 
turbance”. 


(Quoted from What Luther Says III, 
1172-4, by Ewald Plass) 


THREE’ — 


We Enjoyed 


This year a party of 25, represen- 
ting every ELCE congregation ex- 
cept Cardiff, Grindon and Harlow, 
visited Germany and stayed at the 
Evangelical Lutheran Theological 


High School at Oberursel, Ger- 
many. 
Oberursel is about ten miles 


from Frankfurt-am-Main and is sit- 
uated on the forested slopes of the 
Taunus Hills. The High School is 
right up at the top of a very long 
hill, above the rest of the town, 


Germany 


by Jonathan Cremer, tour leader 


hands of some German student 
whenever he himself was unable to 
act as our guide. 

When we stayed at Oberursel all 
day, we held our morning and eve- 
ning devotions in the simple wooden 
but rather attractive School chapel; 
when we went out for’the day for a 
long hike or for some other all-day 
activity, we held our devotions some-- 
times in the middle of forests, some-— 
times on a river bank, or, as at? 
Heidelberg, upon the lovely terrace 


THE 1960 LUTHER LEAGUE CONTINENTAL HOLIDAY 


1957 — France 


1958 — France 


1959 — Denmark 


tucked away in a clearing in the 
pine forest. Our girls stayed at the 
Women’s Hostel, a long way down 
the hill from the School; the rest 
of the party was lucky enough to 
have rooms in the School buildings. 
As a result, the girls had a 20-25 
minute walk every morning for 
breakfast, which caused some one 
not involved in this trek to remark: 
“Good for the figure!” 


Daily Devotions 

The brunt of the added difficul- 
ties caused at the School by our 
party from England was borne by 
Fraulein Kluge, in charge of the 
office and the catering, and by 
Lothar Thoelke, a Londoner study- 
ing theology at the High School. 
Since Lothar had begun his studies 
at Oberursel two months’ late, he 
was unable to spare the time to be 
with us all the time, but he always 
made sure that we were in the safe 
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of an old castle overlooking the river 
several hundred feet below. 


In this way, it seemed that we 
were able to make our daily devo- 
tions a real part of our holiday. We 
all took part in the devotions by 
reading passages either from the 
Scriptures or from Portals of Prayer. 
There were also willing hands to 
copy out some hymns so that we 
could sing even without any hymnals 
or accompaniment. 


Morning Service with Americans 


There were three days when we 
travelled away from Oberursel for 
the day. The first of these was a trip 
to Frankfurt; the next, a day when 
we joined the Americans for the 
whole of Sunday; and finally our ex- 
cursion to Heidelberg. 


We were taken on a tour of Frank- 
furt on our first day when the son 
and daughter of a German pastor 
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suided us round the city to see some 
ateresting churches and such places 
‘f special interest as the Cathedral, 
ne Kaiser Saal (where the election 
f the emperors used to take place) 
‘nd the Museum at the house where 
zoethe was born. 


Everywhere in Frankfurt we saw 
he results of the vast German 
ebuilding programme and noted 
Jvith interest how the rectangular 
Jshape seems to influence German 
architecture rather less than in Eng- 
and, whereas the use of mosaic and 
nural painting upon outside sur- 
faces seems to play a more impor- 
ant part in modern German build- 
ng. 

On the Sunday of our holiday we 
attended the morning service with 
the Americans at Trinity Lutheran 
Free Church. A __ newly-built 
church with hall and offices at- 
tached, it cost the equivalent of 
£20,000. Everything about the build- 
ing is more elaborate and appears 
to be more costly than the new St. 
Andrews at Ruislip which was built 
at a cost of more than £18,000. 


Service Beneath the Trees 


After the service, we were invited 
by the Americans to join their Sun- 
day School picnic, where we en- 
joyed a vast assortment of food in 
the open air. We continued the after- 
noon by joining the Americans in a 
game of softball and finished the day 
with a Vespers service beneath the 
trees. 


Our third day was spent on a trip 
south to the city of Germany’s old- 
est University, Heidelberg, beauti- 
fully situated on the River Neckar 
between high hills covered with 
thick forests of beeches and pines. 
We saw Heidelberg Castle, the fam- 
ous Old Bridge, the University 
buildings and the Students’ Prison 
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as well as the large and very beau- 
tiful Lutheran Church of the Holy 
Ghost. 

Many of the group, on the verge 
of suffering from a surfeit of his- 
toric buildings, had a good time on 
the river where there were rowing 
boats and a de luxe model of “do- 
it-yourself” paddle steamers. 


Beaten at Football 


One of the German students took 
us for hikes on three days of our 
visit. All 25 joined in the first. It 
took us 15 miles via the old Roman 
fortress at Saalburg and through 
the town of Bad Homburg. Owing to 
the pace and distance of the first 
walk, there was a noticable decrease 
in the enthusiasm for walking and 
an increase in the attendance at the 
swimming pool. 

Nearly all the German students 
spoke some English and our two 
groups were able to mix very well 
at football, badminton and table ten- 
nis; also at the wonderful Oberursel 
swimming pool, the Apfelwein 
Huegel, the cinema, and in an eve- 
ning of home-made light enter- 
tainment. 


The English were beaten at foot- 
ball but acquitted themselves hon- 
ourably (we felt) at the swimming 
pool (both in the water and out of 
it), at badminton and table tennis, 
at the various cafes where the sale 
of food was boosted more than a 
little by our patronage, and also at 
the Kaiser Saal where our English 
Lutheran “Volkstanzgruppe” found 
themselves issued with a soft felt 
variety of the traditional Seven 
League Boots. 


Our grateful thanks go to all our 
fellow Lutherans and to God for 
all the happiness and_ fellowship 
which we enjoyed on our 1960 holi- 
day in Germany. 
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@ Tradition in the making 
@ American private directs choir 
@ Attendance swells at Ruislip 


@ New mission approach 
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KENTISH TOWN 


It was all tradition at the annual 
Harvest Festival at Luther-Tyndale 
on 2 October. As usual, the Mayor 
was invited. Councillor Mrs. Louise 
Arabin, JP., Mayor of the Metro- 
politan Borough of St. Pancras, and 
seven of the Borough’s seventy 
councillors walked slowly up the 
aisle as the capacity congregation 
sang “We Plough the Fields and 
Scatter”. The two traditional Har- 
vest Festival hymns, “Come, Ye 
Thankful People, Come” and “Now 
Thank We All Our God’, were en- 
hanced by the trumpet descant of 
David Pendrill. As custom is, the 
gifts of fruit, vegetables, and other 
foods, massed before the altar, were 
given to the Mayor’s Charities Fund 
as well as the thanksgiving offering 
of £24. After the Service, His 
Worship, Councillor Mrs. Arabin 
(by tradition, whether the Mayor is 
a man or a woman, it’s always His 
Worship) addressed the congregation 
and introduced the members of the 
Borough Council who were present. 


Mother learns from her children. 
Luther-Tyndale has now in_ her 
church hall a collapsible altar, the 
kind devised for, and still used in, 
many of our missions which worship 
in hired halls — fifteen minutes to 
set up, and the same time to take 
down and tuck away under the 
stage. The Luther-Tyndale altar was 
built by Mr. and Mrs. Charles Law- 
ton and will be used for devotions 
of the Sunday School and other 
organisations which meet in the hall. 


TOTTENHAM 

Bruce Grinager, Private First 
Class (U.S. Army) from California, 
will direct Holy Trinity Choir, in- 
active for two years, when it makes 
its first appearance at the Reforma- 
tion Lecture at Luther-Tyndale on 
31 October. 
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Bruce is a versatile young man 
when it comes to doing things for 
christ and His church. His home 
congregation in Red Bluff, Califor- 
nia, recently heard a colour-trans- 
parency, tape-recorded programme 
on the work of ELCE. 


Bruce was the scrip*-writer, photo- 
grapher, interviewer, and editor. 
‘Jsing his own equipment, he shot 
‘ilm of practically every mission and 
-aped interviews with almost every 
castor and leading personality of 
the ELCE. The programme was so 
nteresting that other congregations 
in California are asking for it. 


RUISLIP 


Church attendance has almost 
tripled at St. Andrews since the de- 
dication of the new church on 10 
September. Figures for the six Sun- 
days since the dedication: 215, 115 
135, 185, 101, 112. Compare these 
with attendance of the same Sundays 
in 1959: 103, 42, 46, 56, 38, 40. 


To strike while the iron is hot, 
St. Andrews has enlisted the services 
of another pastor and of another 
congregation. The Rev. Robert 
Bruer has moved from Plymouth to 
Ruislip to provide a second pastor 
for the parish for the next ten 
months. Luther-Tyndale Memorial 
Congregation, 15 miles southeast, 
sends her experienced missioners to 
help and to train Ruislip members 
in visiting the homes of people 
who have begun to attend services 
since the new church was finished. 
Said one man: “Do you mean to 
say that you have come all across 
London from Kentish Town just to 
visit me?” 


SRINDON 


Here is a new neighbourhood mis- 
ion approach. Your mission objec- 
ives are the unchurched families 
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with whom you have contact 
through Sunday School, youth clubs, 
or adults who attend your ser- 
vices. Divide these families into 
groups, not more than 10-15 fam- 
ilies each. Set aside for the next 
six months one fixed evening per 
month for each group. Make each 
programme express the warm family 
atmosphere which has already 
drawn so many into our Lutheran 
congregations: entertainment for and 
by the whole family, the chat and 
cup of tea, a family film. Through 
the children at Sunday School and 
by letter invite the parents of the 
particular group: have the pastor 
call at each home with a personal 
invitation. Repeat’ every month for 
six months for each group. 


Pastor Jose reports after the first 
round with four family groups: 
“Where film campaigns, Christmas 
pageants, etc., failed, now we may 
have the answer at last”. On each 
of the last four Mondays of October, 
about one-third of the mothers 
and most of the children turned 
up for an 80-minute programme: 
30 minutes of family games, 20 min- 
utes for tea and fellowship, a 30- 
minute ‘This is The Life” film — 
and the children were out of the hall 
and ready for bed by 9 p.m. 


CARDIFF 


Flowers, fruit, and vegetables, 
brought to the altar by Sunday 
School and adult worshippers on 
Harvest Festival, 2 October, along 
with a super-size harvest loaf don- 
ated by a local grocer, were distri- 
buted by Cardiff members among 
old-age pensioners in Fairwater. 
Alongside the temporary hut, the 
new Cardiff Lutheran Church is 
going up, according to schedule. 
Completion: Easter 1961. 


SEVEN 


LONDON LUTHERANS INVITED 
TO INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE 


Lutherans from ELCE congre- 
gations in the London area will hear 
reports by pastors of Continental 
Lutheran churches in intefcomm- 
union with the ELCE at St. 
Andrews Lutheran Church, Ruislip, 
on Tuesday, 22 November, begin- 
ning at 7 p.m. Among those report- 
ing will be Pastors Rehr and Traut- 
mann from Germany, Vicar Henk 
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Zijlstra of Antwerp, the Rev. R. 
Efraimson of Lahti, Finland, and the 
Rev. Bernard Galicher of Paris. 
After opportunity for questions, the 
evening will close with Vespers. 


The Continental pastors will be in 
England to take part in a three-day 
conference, 21-23 November, with 
ELCE clergy. All services and ses- 
sions will take place in the church 
and hall of St. Andrews. Meals for 
the more than 20 pastors who are 
expected to attend will be provided 
in the church hall by the ladies of 
the congregation. Ministers from the 
Continent and from outside Lon- 
don will be housed in the homes of 
Londen pastors and of St. Andrews 
laypeople. 


In its first two days, the confer- 
ence will discuss four theological 
papers under the general heading 
“Faith”, will hear reports from 
ELCE parishes and committees, 
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and will deal with problems arising 
from the practical ministry. The 
third day will be a European mis- 
sions conference in which official re- 
presentatives fom each participating 
church will, by round table dis- 
cussion, exchange experiences in 
mission problems 
methods in their various fields. 


The purpose of the London meet- 
ing is two-fold: to express and to 
deepen the unity of faith that binds 
our conservative Lutheran churches 
into one communion, and to enable 
our churches to help one another to 
find the best methods for the pro- 
clamation of our common faith. 


BORGAS ATTENDS SYNOD IN 


and mission 


GERMANY ~ 


The Rev. W. P. Borgas of Bore- 
ham Wood represented the ELCE 
at the biennial Synod of the Evan- 
gelical Lutheran Free Church of 
Germany, held 12-16 October at 
Trinity Lutheran Church, Berlin- 
Steglitz. He also attended the Pas- 
toral Conference which took place 
in the same church immediately af- 
ter, 17-18 October. While in Ber- 
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lin, Pastor Borgas spoke on five oc- — 
casions of the work of the Lutheran 


Church in Great Britain. 


CHANGE TO “CONCORDIA FILMS” | 


Concordia Publishing House Ltd. : 


of London has announced that from | 
1 October 1960, it will operate its 
film and filmstrip division under the — 


name “Concordia Films” instead of — 


“Lutheran Film Service”. It was 


emphasised that the change of name > 


in no way alters the operation of 
the organisation. 
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ANGLICAN VICAR LECTURES 
AT LUTHER-TYNDALE 


“The plenary and verbal inspira- 
‘ion of Holy Scripture was a major 
orinciple in Luther’s handling of the 
‘WBible”, the Rev. Douglas Carter, 

Vicar of St. Albans, Hull, said in de- 
livering the 1960 Reformation Lec- 
‘ure at Luther-Tyndale Memorial 
-hurch, London, on 31 October. The 
vecture, “Luther’s Exposition of 
‘oly Scripture”, was heard by a 
‘ull church. The lecturer was in- 
troduced by the pastor of Luther- 
Tyndale, the Rev. Norman Heintz. 
Also participating in the meeting 
were the choirs of Holy Trinity 
Lutheran Church, Tottenham, and 
of Luther-Tyndale. 


Mr. Carter is author of Many 
Mighty Works, a commentary on the 
Gospels of the Church Year pub- 
lished by The Faith Press in 1958, 
and a contributor to the massive 
German encyclopaedia, Die Religion 
in Geschichte und Gegenwart. 


NEW CONGREGATION INSTALLS 
FIRST PASTOR AND OFFICERS 


At special services on 30 October 
and 6 November, St. Pauls Luth- 
eran Congregation of Boreham 
Wood, Herts, installed their pastor 
and members of their Church Coun- 
cil. 

The Boreham Wood congrega- 
tion was admitted as the sixth 
ELCE congregation at the Sunder- 
land Synod in April 1960. Formal 
organisation was completed on 17 
September and the first officers 
elected. 


The Rey. W. P. Borgas has served 
the Boreham Wood church as ELCE 
missionary from its beginning in 
1956. At the Installation Service on 
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30 October, he was inducted as the 
first pastor called by and responsi- 
ble to the new congregation by the 
Rev. E. Geo. Pearce, Chairman of 
the ELCE Executive Council. The 
Rev. Arnold Rakow, ELCE Coun- 
cillor, preached the installation ser- 
mon. 


On the Sunday following, 6 Nov- 
ember, the seven-man Church 
Council of St. Pauls were installed 
by Pastor Borgas. 


ZULUS AND BANTUS 
CHOSEN FOR 1861 MISSION 


The Lutheran mission among the 
Zulus and Bantus in South Africa 
was named as the 1961 Foreign 
Mission Field to which all ELCE 
parishes are asked to direct foreign 
mission offerings taken during the 
course of the coming year. The 
South African field is under the joint 
care of the three Free Churches in 
Germany which are in communion 
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fellowship with the ELCE. It is 
hoped that Foreign Mission Cor- 
respondent Marvin Brammeier will 
prepare a series of articles for the 
BRITISH LUTHERAN on this field. 


In the same meeting on 17 Octo- 

er in which they named the South 
African field, the Executive Coun- 
cil resolved to set aside their next 
meeting, and possibly others in the 
future, for the discussion of Chris- 
tian doctrine, 
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SILVER SPADE MAKES 
ROUNDS 


To show graphically how loans 
and gifts to the Church Extension 
Fund helps the ELCE to build 
churches, a large poster embodying 
the actual spade used for ground- 
breaking is making the rounds of 
the ELCE parishes. The spade, last 
used for the ground-breaking at 
Cardiff in May 1960, is made of 
stainless steel and is specially in- 
scribed after each use. 


The Church Extension Fund Com- 
mittee, meeting Monday 3 October, 
discussed the serious falling behind 
in loans and gifts to the CEF. At 
the end of September we were 8/12 
through the year, yet had raised less 
than 5/12 (£5,000) of our 1960 
£12,000 goal. The Committee felt 
that in spite of publicity through 
talks, regular posters, and monthly 
notices in the BRITISH LUTHERAN, 
there were many ELCE members 
who were financially able, yet had 
not invested in the CEF, perhaps be- 
cause they did not really understand 
its Operation, 


MEMORIAL 


LAST SERVICE AT 
ST. MICHAELS, CAMBRIDGE 


The fourteenth-century Church 
of St. Michael and All Angels, used 
for ELCE worship since the Refor- 
mation Festival 1958, had its last 
ELCE service on Reformation Sun- 
day, 30 October. The Rev. V. Hen- 
nig of Harlow, Essex, was the prea- 
cher. From November onwards, 
Lutheran services will take place 
every Sunday at 10.30 a.m. at 
Chapel End Mission, .according to 
the East Anglian Lutheran. The 
publication also states that morning 
devotions are held at 8.35 a.m. every 
week-day at Westfield House for 
residents, staff, and theological stu- 
dents. 


ARCHITECTURAL PRESS 
INTERESTED IN RUISLIP 


Four of Britain’s leading architec- 
tural journals have expressed an in- 
terest in the new St. Andrews Luth- 
eran Church at Ruislip. The Archi- 
tect’s Journal, The Builder, The Ar- 
chitect and Building News, and 
Architectural Design are considering 
publishing in forthcoming issues a 
description of the new church com- — 
plete with plans and illustrations. 


WREATHS 


To the glory of God and in loving memory of Mrs. Karoline Martha 
Aichroth of Luther-Tyndale, London, who died 16 October at the age of 
65 years, from Mr. and Mrs. Charles Fry, Mr. Wm. Wolf, Mrs. G. Lutz, 
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Dayis, Mr. J. G. Dunsbier, Mr. and Mrs. G. Dunsbier, 
Mr. G. Gutbrod, Marie and Pauline, Miss Grace Launer, total £11-10-0 
for the Lutheran Hour; from the Rev. and Mrs. N. Heintz, Miss Grace 
Launer, Mr. Bruce Grinager. Miss D. Stockman, Misses M. and C. Lawton, 
Mr. and Mrs. Len Dickens, Mr. and Mrs. Louis Launer and Family,-Mr. ! 
and Mrs. Wm. Aichroth, Mr. and Mrs. Boddy, Mr. and Mrs. Norman 
Townsend, Mr. John Townsend, total £19-10-0 for the Church Extension 
Fund; from Mr. E. C. Lutz £5 for the Student Aid Fund. 


To the glory of God and in loving memory of Mrs. F. Mitchell of Luther- 
Tyndale, Londoa, from Mr. and Mrs. H. Collins £1 for the Lutheran 
Hour, 
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UESTION: Is a baptism valid if the godparents profess to believe in the 
Triune God and salvation through Jesus Christ, but actually do not 
‘believe or are outspokenly doubtful? 


Answer; The validity of Holy Baptism 
depends solely upon the baptismal com- 
mand and promise of Christ in connec- 
tion with which the water is applied to 
the child, It does not depend on the faith 
of the child’s parents or of the god- 
parents or even of ‘the officiating pastor, 
so long as the Sacrament is administered 
on behalf of those to whom Christ gave 
the authority, namely, His church, Chris- 
tian people, specifically, a Christian con- 
gregation, 


Now, if by their own statements the 
people who have been selected to serve 
as godparents or sponsors reveal that 
they do mot believe in the God of the 
Bible or in Jesus as their Saviour or that 
they are spiritually weak and unstable 
people, they should not be permitted to 


serve in that capacity, While their un- 
belief or doubt does not make the 
Sacrament invalid (Rom. 3:3-4), the 
church would be encouraging them in 
their hypocrisy or pretense by ‘having 
them declare in the child’s stead that they 
do so believe. 


Christian sponsorship is not ito be 
looked upon as a means of honouring 
close relatives or friends but as an oppor- 
tunity for performing a salutory Chris- 
tian service, This implies that sponsors 
should be chosen with care, not only as 
to their Christian and Lutheran under- 
standing and character but also as to the 
concern which they manifest in the wel- 
fare of their own souls. 


From The Lutheran Witness 


Church Extension Fund 


CEF LOANS REPAYABLE 
UPON DEMAND 


CEF LOANS EARN 33% 
INTEREST 


Receipts to September 30 £4962 | 
Needed for last 4 months £7038 | 


Will you invest in CEF and help 
build your church. 


CEF NEEDS YOUR INVESTMENT 
NOW 


NOVEMBER 1960 


LOANS AND DONATIONS 
(For eight months, FEB — SEPTEMBER) 


Loans Donations 


£ £ 

KENTISH TOWN 1714 52 
TOTTENHAM 713 68 
RUISLIP 529 4 
SUNDERLAND 70 0 
BROMLEY : 6 0 
PETTS WOOD 234 7 
BOREHAM WOOD 167 13 
GRINDON 37 5 
CARDIFF : 20 1 
HARLOW 65 0 
CAMBRIDGE ) 0 
OTHERS 37 1220 
Totals £3592 £1370 


GRAND TOTAL £4962 


ELEVEN 


Prmted by Finchley Press Ltd., 176 High Road, London, N2., England. 


as aE a a a re a ee Os Se a ee ee ge es 


British 
Lutheran 


COVER 
PICTURE 


“T applied myself dili- 
gently to reading the 
Bible, and so, from 
the bare text -of the 
Bible, I soon saw 
many errors in the 
papacy. Thoughts like 
this came to me there 
in the library at 
Erfurt”. Martin 
Luther, 1537. 


Photo from 

Martin Luther film 
by Concordia Films, 
London 


NOW AVAILABLE ! 


The Dead Se: 
Scrolls 


l6mm colour sound film and / or 


35mm colour filmstrip with optional L.P. rec 


Actual sites of the discovery of the famou 
Dead Sea Scrolls are shown among th 
wild, mountainous cliffs along the shore 
of the Dead Sea, and unusual close-u, 
photography of the scrolls themselves i 
used to emphasize the importance of th 
discovery of the Dead Sea scrolls, 


Full details available from the distributors 


